My Three Years in America

peace for the United States. " He kept us out of the war " had
been the battle-cry of the Democrats. The few electioneering
speeches made by the President breathed the spirit of neutrality
and love of peace. It is particularly to be noticed that at that
time, Mr. Wilson, in an address, dealt in a thoroughly objective
way with the question of guilt for the origin of the war, which was^
later to be the determining factor in his attitude towards us.
The way was now cleared for the opening of the peace movement.
Public feeling had also become more favourable to us, inasmuch as
the American war industry no longer attached so much import-
ance to the prolongation of the war after the victorious Demo-
cratic party had drawn up an extensive armament programme
and so indicated to the industry the prospect of great State con-
tracts.
On the subject of my own attitude with regard to the election,
innumerable legends have been spread through Germany. The
few German-Americans who shared the views of the so-called
** German-American Chamber of Commerce " have reproached
me with having brought about Mr. Wilson's election by influenc-
ing the German-Americans. Anti-German American newspapers
maintained, on the other hand, that I had used every lever to bring
about the election of the Republican candidate, Mr. Hughes, so
as to punish Mr. Wilson for his attitude towards the submarine
campaign. My position was an extraordinarily difficult one, as I
could neither take part in the election nor give up the relations
which naturally and in the course of my duty bound me to the
German-Americans and pacifists. In general I may say that the
vast majority of German-Americans had absolute confidence in
me throughout. A splendid testimony of this was given at the
great German bazaar which was held in New York in aid of the
Red Cross. This undertaking made the astounding net profit of
800,000 dollars. At the opening nearly 30,000 people were present,
who gave me an indescribably enthusiastic ovation simply because
they believed that I had prevented war between Germany and the
United States.
I never for a moment denied that I personally should be glad
to see Mr. Wilson re-elected, as I was convinced that he had the
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